& Outlook

Re: Praxis Core Program Info, Fall 2025

From Keesey, Susan <susan.keesey@wku.edu>
Date Wed 8/20/2025 5:01 PM

To Logsdon, Jeremy <jeremy.logsdon@wku.edu>; Spurgeon, Kayla <kayla.spurgeon@wku.edu>; Owens, Melanie
<melanie.owens@wku.edu>; Taylor, Nicole <nicole.taylor@wku.edu>; Tooley, Sally <sally.tooley@wku.edu>;
Decker, Katie <katie.decker@wku.edu>; Hussung, Jessica, M <jessica.montgomery@topper.wku.edu>; Taylor,
Kimberly <kimberly.taylor@wku.edu>; Nagel, Angela <angela.nagel@wku.edu>; Super, Daniel
<daniel.super@wku.edu>; Day, Martha <martha.day@wku.edu>; Tarbett, Leslee <leslee.tarbett@wku.edu>;
Dickerson, Debbie <debbie.dickerson@wku.edu>; Jernigan, Stephanie <stephanie.jernigan@wku.edu>; Owens,
Sandy <sandra.owens@wku.edu>; Royalty, Brooke <brooke.royalty@wku.edu>; Vaughn, Charley
<charley.vaughn@wku.edu>; Klemm, Jennifer <jennifer.klemm@wku.edu>; Mittelberg, Julia
<julia.mittelberg@wku.edu>; Waldrop, Mindy <mindy.waldrop@wku.edu>

Cc Tassell, Janet <janet.tassell@wku.edu>

WoW! This is wonderful! Thanks to All. Teamwork makes the dream work! Can’t wait until we
have the Praxis completion rate we're dreaming off. Great start!!

Best wishes,
Sue

Susan Keesey, Ph.D.

Director, School of Teacher Education
Professor of Special Education
Western Kentucky University

1005 Gary Ransdell Hall
270-745-5414
susan.keesey@wku.edu

From: Logsdon, Jeremy <jeremy.logsdon@wku.edu>

Date: Wednesday, August 20, 2025 at 4:51 PM

To: Spurgeon, Kayla <kayla.spurgeon@wku.edu>, Owens, Melanie
<melanie.owens@wku.edu>, Logsdon, Jeremy <jeremy.logsdon@wku.edu>, Taylor, Nicole
<nicole.taylor@wku.edu>, Tooley, Sally <sally.tooley@wku.edu>, Decker, Katie
<katie.decker@wku.edu>, Hussung, Jessica, M <jessica.montgomery@topper.wku.edu>,
Taylor, Kimberly <kimberly.taylor@wku.edu>, Nagel, Angela <angela.nagel@wku.edu>, Super,
Daniel <daniel.super@wku.edu>, Day, Martha <martha.day@wku.edu>, Tarbett, Leslee
<leslee.tarbett@wku.edu>, Dickerson, Debbie <debbie.dickerson@wku.edu>, Jernigan,
Stephanie <stephanie.jernigan@wku.edu>, Owens, Sandy <sandra.owens@wku.edu>, Royalty,
Brooke <brooke.royalty@wku.edu>, Vaughn, Charley <charley.vaughn@wku.edu>, Klemm,
Jennifer <jennifer.klemm@wku.edu>, Mittelberg, Julia <julia.mittelberg@wku.edu>, Waldrop,
Mindy <mindy.waldrop@wku.edu>, Casale, Ellen <ellen.casale@wku.edu>, Barnett, McKenzi
<mckenzi.barnett@wku.edu>, Margarella, Erin <erin.margarella@wku.edu>, Feeney, Erin
<erin.coffield@wku.edu>, Payne, Bailey <bailey.payne@wku.edu>, Marchionda, Hope
<hope.marchionda@wku.edu>, Nutt, Janet <janet.nutt@wku.edu>, Spraggins, Lisette
<lisette.spraggins@wku.edu>, Jukes, Pamela <pam.jukes@wku.edu>, Little, Trudy



<trudy.littte@wku.edu>, Huss, Jeanine <jeanine.huss@wku.edu>, Hulan, Nancy
<nancy.hulan@wku.edu>, Parrott, Becca <rebecca.parrott@wku.edu>

Cc: Keesey, Susan <susan.keesey@wku.edu>, Tassell, Janet <janet.tassell@wku.edu>
Subject: Praxis Core Program Info, Fall 2025

Hello all,

I hope the first few days of the fall semester has treated you well! Daniel and | have already visited
several classes for the rollout of our new Praxis Core program in all of our education classes this
semester. So far, we have had 93 students already submit to our Blackboard Center for Literacy Org Site
verification their ACT or Praxis Core scores showing they do not need to take the entire test.

(Please note that in the event you are teaching a dual credit section, you may disregard this email!)

| know this 5% score for the Praxis Core in all education classes is a new thing we have never done
before, but based on the responses we’ve already received from students, | truly believe this will make a
big difference in preventing students from making it to the end of their teacher prep journey without
completing this requirement. It is our hope that in a few years, it will be a rare student past the Core
classes who hasn’t passed this exam.

| am still happy to come speak to any class, whether it is on Connect or in-person. Please email me if
you'd like me to come speak to your class. | am also attaching a 9:44 long video | made. | encourage
you to share this on your Blackboard site even if | have already come to your class, as it could be a good
refresher for students who have questions.
https://mediasite.wku.edu/Mediasite/Play/c577158bc1b24aafa6041d37042e4b4f1d

Dr. Stephanie Jernigan made a fantastic PDF with screenshots and directions of how students can
access and navigate the Org site, which is tremendously helpful! Thank you very much Stephanie for
doing this for our students!

Thank you all for being such valuable colleagues. | am so grateful for the effort and heart you put into
helping our students become educators.

Thanks,
Jeremy

Dr. Jeremy Logsdon

Director, WKU Center for Literacy

Assistant Professor, School of Teacher Education
Libraries, Informatics, & Technology in Education
Gary A. Ransdell Hall 1073B

270.745.2207

Ii’ ww Center for Literacy
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Re: Praxis Language Update

From Keesey, Susan <susan.keesey@wku.edu>
Date Wed 8/13/2025 6:21 AM

To Logsdon, Jeremy <jeremy.logsdon@wku.edu>

Thanks, Jeremy. Greatly appreciate all your work on this. Please feel free to reach out for
backup!

Thanks,
Sue

Susan Keesey, Ph.D.

Director, School of Teacher Education
Professor of Special Education
Western Kentucky University

1005 Gary Ransdell Hall
270-745-5414
susan.keesey@wku.edu

From: Logsdon, Jeremy <jeremy.logsdon@wku.edu>

Date: Tuesday, August 12, 2025 at 2:41 PM

To: Keesey, Susan <susan.keesey@wku.edu>, Casale, Ellen <ellen.casale@wku.edu>, Day,
Martha <martha.day@wku.edu>, Hulan, Nancy <nancy.hulan@wku.edu>, Huss, Jeanine
<jeanine.huss@wku.edu>, Hussung, Jessie <jessica.hussung@wku.edu>, Jukes, Pamela
<pam.jukes@wku.edu>, Margarella, Erin <erin.margarella@wku.edu>, Mittelberg, Julia
<julia.mittelberg@wku.edu>, Owens, Melanie <melanie.owens@wku.edu>, Paganelli, Andrea
<andrea.paganelli@wku.edu>, Roberts, Julia <julia.roberts@wku.edu>, Smith, Kandy
<kandy.smith@wku.edu>, Super, Daniel <daniel.super@wku.edu>, Tarbett, Leslee
<leslee.tarbett@wku.edu>, Tassell, Janet <janet.tassell@wku.edu>, Tooley, Sally
<sally.tooley@wku.edu>, Decker, Katie <katie.decker@wku.edu>, Jernigan, Stephanie
<stephanie.jernigan@wku.edu>, Nagel, Angela <angela.nagel@wku.edu>, Royalty, Brooke
<brooke.royalty@wku.edu>, Taylor, Kimberly <kimberly.taylor@wku.edu>, Little, Trudy
<trudy.little@wku.edu>, Feeney, Erin <erin.coffield@wku.edu>, Waldrop, Mindy
<mindy.waldrop@wku.edu>, Spurgeon, Kayla <kayla.spurgeon@wku.edu>

Cc: Fortenberry, Heidi <heidi.fortenberry@wku.edu>, Heady, Christina
<christina.heady@wku.edu>, Super, Josiah <josiah.super@wku.edu>, Stunson, Chris
<chris.stunson@wku.edu>, Klemm, Jennifer <jennifer.klemm@wku.edu>

Subject: Praxis Language Update

For those who would like to include the Praxis language in the syllabus (with date), here is a link:
https://bit.ly/WKUPraxis I'll update this each semester so the link doesn’t have to change. (It is case
sensitive.)

Conversely, if you'd just like to put the date, all requirements are due by November 141,



From: Keesey, Susan <susan.keesey@wku.edu>

Sent: Monday, August 4, 2025 6:31 PM

To: Casale, Ellen <ellen.casale@wku.edu>; Day, Martha <martha.day@wku.edu>; Hulan, Nancy
<nancy.hulan@wku.edu>; Huss, Jeanine <jeanine.huss@wku.edu>; Hussung, Jessie <jessica.hussung@wku.edu>;
Jukes, Pamela <pam.jukes@wku.edu>; Keesey, Susan <susan.keesey@wku.edu>; Logsdon, Jeremy
<jeremy.logsdon@wku.edu>; Margarella, Erin <erin.margarella@wku.edu>; Mittelberg, Julia
<julia.mittelberg@wku.edu>; Owens, Melanie <melanie.owens@wku.edu>; Paganelli, Andrea
<andrea.paganelli@wku.edu>; Roberts, Julia <julia.roberts@wku.edu>; Smith, Kandy <kandy.smith@wku.edu>;
Super, Daniel <daniel.super@wku.edu>; Tarbett, Leslee <leslee.tarbett@wku.edu>; Tassell, Janet
<janet.tassell@wku.edu>; Tooley, Sally <sally.tooley@wku.edu>; Decker, Katie <katie.decker@wku.edu>; Jernigan,
Stephanie <stephanie.jernigan@wku.edu>; Nagel, Angela <angela.nagel@wku.edu>; Royalty, Brooke
<brooke.royalty@wku.edu>; Taylor, Kimberly <kimberly.taylor@wku.edu>; Little, Trudy <trudy.little@wku.edu>;
Feeney, Erin <erin.coffield@wku.edu>; Waldrop, Mindy <mindy.waldrop@wku.edu>; Spurgeon, Kayla
<kayla.spurgeon@wku.edu>

Cc: Fortenberry, Heidi <heidi.fortenberry@wku.edu>; Heady, Christina <christina.heady@wku.edu>; Super, Josiah
<josiah.super@wku.edu>; Stunson, Chris <chris.stunson@wku.edu>; Klemm, Jennifer <jennifer.klemm@wku.edu>
Subject: See You Soon!

Greetings, STE Team,

It's hard to believe we are just a week away from the start of the 2025-26 academic year! We
look forward to getting together and continuing our great work! As a reminder, faculty are
expected to return to work next Monday, August 11. We'll have a busy first week with the
following scheduled:

Monday (August 11) — Faculty return to work. Convocation begins at 10:00. For those wanting
to walk up the hill, let’s plan to meet in the STE office at 9:30.

Tuesday (August 12) - Faculty workday/data day from 9:00-2:30. Lunch provided.

Wednesday (August 13) — Faculty workday with regional campus colleagues from 9:00-2:30.
Lunch provided.

Thursday (August 14) — LADDER Training — 9:00-11:00. Informational session serving as a
refresher for some and new information for others to learn about our new dispositions model.

As part of our workday on Wednesday, we'll be discussing the new individualized Praxis Core
completion plan for our undergraduate students. The Praxis team, led by Jeremy and Daniel,
have developed excellent supports that will lead to improved Praxis Core completion rates. As a
reminder and expansion from an earlier email, as you complete your undergraduate syllabi and
upload to TopNet, please be sure to include the following language regarding Praxis Core (and
make be sure the points are reflected accordingly):

Praxis Core Preparation Requirement (5% of Course Grade)

To support your entry into the teacher preparation program, 5% of your course grade will be
based on your participation in Praxis Core preparation activities coordinated through the WKU
Center for Literacy. These activities are required for all students who have not yet achieved
Praxis Core completion (via passing scores, ACT equivalency, or qualifying GPA combination). If
you have already met the Praxis Core requirement, upon verification, you will automatically
receive full credit for this portion of the grade.



You are not required to pass the Praxis Core to earn these points, only to engage in and make
consistent progress through the preparation process, which may include practice testing,
tutoring plans, and test registration. The specific steps are outlined on the Center for Literacy
Org site on Blackboard and will be explained by your instructor and/or Center for Literacy staff.

Happy to answer any questions.

Best wishes,
Sue

Susan Keesey, Ph.D.

Director, School of Teacher Education
Professor of Special Education
Western Kentucky University

1005 Gary Ransdell Hall
270-745-5414
susan.keesey@wku.edu
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Applause for the PRAXIS Core Assignment

From Jernigan, Stephanie <stephaniejernigan@wku.edu>
Date Tue 8/19/2025 2:24 PM
To Logsdon, Jeremy <jeremy.logsdon@wku.edu>

Cc  Keesey, Susan <susan.keesey@wku.edu>

H Jeremy,

| wanted to let you know what a positive response | had from my IECE 421/422 students today about the new
PRAXIS Core assignment that we are rolling out. Daniel came to speak to the students this morning, and he did an
amazing job blending the seriousness of the situation with the willingness of the School of Teacher Education to
support the students. The class is full of students who are scheduled to student teach this spring or next fall. Only
2 out of 7 students have met the requirements, and it is crunch time for the rest.

All of the students, including those who know that they are in a serious predicament at this point, were grateful
for this change. They acknowledged that they have needed something like a grade to work toward, and they felt
supported for the first time in this PRAXIS Core process. One student even stated that she wishes she had had this
all along. All of this showed me that we are on the right track.

| just wanted to share and let you know that we are off to a great start. | hope the majority of the students feel the
same way as you visit classes over the next couple of weeks.

Gratefully,
Stephanie

Stephanie Jernigan, Ed.D.
Instructor

School of Teacher Education
Western Kentucky University
1027 Gary Ransdell Hall
270-745-2604
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Online Classes Outreach

From Feeney, Erin <erin.coffield@wku.edu>
Date Fri 8/22/2025 1:43 PM

To  Barnett, McKenzi <mckenzi.barnett@wku.edu>; Logsdon, Jeremy <jeremy.logsdon@wku.edu>; Kierra Chandler
<kierra.chandler@warren.kyschools.us>

Hi all,

Jeremy, | just wanted to check in to see if we had a specific way of communicating with students taking
online sections of classes? Kierra and McKenzi are teaching EDU 350 online this semester and | want to
make sure their students are clear on the new Praxis guidelines. Is there a statement that online classes

could post?
Thanks!

Erin Coffield-Feeney, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Elementary Education
School of Teacher Education

College of Education and Behavior Sciences
Western Kentucky University



